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Hand clearly explained m fer "out - 
of the Fathers, I hope you'll | 

. Filed to me; and as. you are a Lover 
e Truth, will, againſt Intereſt and 
| Prejudice, gicld to the "Ri 


3 n 
ee 01 K. 


. far the Moderator, was: juſt and 


reaſonable, T'll not diſpute here, hv. 


ing already expoſtulated that Ma 


"with you in ſeveral Letters, to wh 
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| Miuftration then, gave your Lordſhip - | 
|. * ſome Offence, and brought upon me 


more Trouble: But, having naw.ful- 


e recon- 


Whether hour P rafecution. .of* me, | 


You would not condeſcend ta give me 
am Anſwer, For what Reaſon you 
"was ſilent, is beſt known to your ſelf. 
"But, in my own Vindication, 1 bope, 
I may publiſh without Offence, that © 
+» WAS 
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ſuch Abdi 4 I thon br 

lar could hawve'made ; and the Ini 

done fo my Reputation and low 4 

able, that the leaftle expected fro 

Lo -dhip, en 0144 E 

7 _—_ ample Compenſation 
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ſayumpthing-" Th enen, pr All 

con, has already, by one or other, been 

co 22 handled: And I don t'know, 
2 One ber nh rl. 0 dſhip; 4 

on the per ſecuting gi Wa a 
on; Fx. that it loołs 1 . 
 arftruſtful of the Truth of Chriſtiant: 
ty," an conſcious of of 2 Na 
to deſend it; or he. woulaleave that 
good: Caule:to God himſelf, and the' 
p 8 Js - the "9 it, anne n 
s pen 
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Who does not Commun you? Mho can 
the Miwcerity of the Zeal of 4 
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Clergy, Then they ber ſecnte he Ene. 
mies f their Church, that conſiders 
their oon Steadin 10  Pronciples > 
gainſt Intereſt; under all Changes, 
ſince the Reformation ; and their Ab. 
horrence of Extortiow on the"People,. | 
for the Duties of "their Functian, in 
and about this: 3 — 


or I buen not 7 where to ode, ane. | 


But chat your Lordſkip! s Zeal for 

Keligion is uery remarkable and ſuc- 

N eſs 1 1 could prove by many: Inftan-' 

ces; one is, that. of your routing .4 

turbulent eck of Peripateticks out of 

2 Paul's Cathedral; and if you could 
effectually clear Chriſt's Church 8 

In dels, what 4 e, e would 2 
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N Tl Fe ever u chere was an uſeful Gow: 

28 Kel troverſy ſtarted, or revived in 
gt this Age of the Church, it is 
this about the Meſrabſhip' of 
the holy Jeſus, which tlie 
Diffons/s' of the Groans, &c. has of 
late rais' d. I believe this Controverſy 
will end in the abſclute Demonſtration of 
Jeſuc's Me ſſiahſbad from Prophecy, which 

the TY Way to prove him to be the 
* 3 Meſſiah, 
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Meſſiah, that great Prophet expected 
the Jews, and promiſed 5 the "4 
Teſtament. And tho? this 
from Prophecy ſeems to labour under many 
Difficulties at preſent; and tho” ſome Ws 
ters againſt the Grounds, - bein Altre 
with thoſe Difficulties, are for ſe gens A ; 


ray of Proof 155 


fuge in the Miracles of our Saviour; yet 
we muſt perſiſt in it, till, what I have no 


doubt of, his Meli 2 ſhall be clearly 


made out by i .. 5 
And the Way in Pro hoy has I would 
take for the Proof of fas? s Me ſſi ahſhip, | 
{ſhould be by an allegorical Interpretation 
and Application of the Law and the Pro- 
phets to him; the very ſame Way, that all . 


the Fathers of the Church have gone in; 


and the very ſame Way, in which all the 
ancient Jeu ſay their Meſſiah was to ful- 
fil the Law. and the Prophets: But this 
Way does-nor pleaſe our eccleſiaſtical Wri- 
ters in this Controverſy, neither will they 

at preſent give any Ear to it. 
The Way'1 in Prophecy that they are for 
taking, is by a literal Interpretation and 
Application of ſome Prophecies of the Old 
Teſtament to our Jeſus but they are hi- 
therto unſucceſsful in this Way. The Au- 
thors of the Grounds and of the Scheme, 
grievouſly perplex them with their Ob- 
_ — this GEN op Proof, fo of as, 
ing 
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beitth ſenſible, Thy, of almoſt inſuperable 
Difficulties in it, they are flying apace to 
the Miracles of our re pere, as to their 
ſole and grand Refuge. 
But to ſhew that there's; no „ Sanctuary 
for them in the Miracles of our Saviour, 1 
Vrite this Diſcourſe - And this I do, not 
for the Service of Infidelity, which has no 
Place in my Heart, but for the Honour of 
the Holy Feſtus, 5 and to reduce the Clergy 
to cho good old Way of interpreting Pro- 
phecies, which the Church has unhappily 
apoſtatis'd from, and which, upon the Te- 
ſtimony of the Fathers, will, one Day, be 
the Converſion of Jes and Gentzles. 
For this Opinion, that there is no Sanc- 
tuary in the Miracles of our Saviour, I. 
chanc'd to ſay in the Moderator, (1) That 


efus's Miracles, as they are now-a-days 


under ſtood, make nothing for his Authority 
and Meſſiabſhip. And again, (2) That I 
believe, upon go ood Authority, ſome of the 
Miracles of fit, as recorded by the 
Evangeliſto, were never wrought, but are 
only related as: prophetical and parabo- 

lical Narratives of what will be myſtert- 
ouſly and more wonderfully done by him: 
Which Expreſſions gave Offence to ſome 
of our Clerg 3, and l 4 me their 
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W and Diſ leaſur * 5 1 ſee no Rea- { 
ſon to depa art rom the aid ſaid Expreſſions, or 


ſo much as to palliate and ſoſten them, 
much leſs to retract them; hut in Mainte- 
nance of my Opinion, to the Honou of dur 
Meſſiah, and the Defence of Chriſtianity, 
I write this Treatiſe on Feſtrs's «cos 
and take . Method: ings: e 


N 1 will 8 that the . b beal⸗ 5 
| ing all manner of bodily; Diſeaſes, which 
Jeſus was jultly famed for, are none of tile 
proper Miracles of the Meffiah, neither 
are they ſo much as a good Proof of * 
Reer Authority to found a MY ge 


II. That the Boert Hiſtory 


pf many. of 5 
the Miracles of Jeſus, as recorded by the 
Evangeliſts, does imply Abſurdities, Im- 


probabilities, and Incredibilities; conſe- 


quently they, either in Whole or in part, 
were never wrought, as they are com- 
monly. believed now. a- days, but are only 
related as prophetical and parabolical Nar- 
ratives of what would be eee and 
more ene done by him. * 


II. 1 ſhall euer what Jeſeis n means; | 
hin he appeals to his Miracles as to a 
Teſtimony and Witneſs of his Divine Au- 
Wire © and ſhew, that he could not pro- 


: perly 


and * refer to theſe he 
chen wrought in the Fleſb, but to hee 5 
Fey ones, which he would de in che 
Spirit 5 of which thoſe wrought in the 
Heh are n en Types and Shadows. . 
1 *, 

In treatic on * Ad ſhall not 
confine myſelf only ta Reaſon, but /atka 
to the expreſs Authority of the Fathers, 
thoſe holy, venerahle, and learned Hrgachꝰ 
ers of the: Goſpel in the firſt Ages of the 
Church; ho took our Religion from the 
Hands of the Apoſtles, and of apoſtolical 
Men, who dy'd, fame of them, and ſuffer d 
for the Doctrine they taught; who pro- 
feſſedly and confeſſedly were ehdu'd-wath 
divine and extraordinary Gifts, of the Spi- 
rit; who: — 6 can't be fuppoted 
wv be Corrupters of Chriſtianiey, or Teach- 
ers of falſe Notions about the Miracles of 

our Saviour, or ſo much as miſtaken about 


the apoſtolical and evangelical Senſe and 


Nature of them. I know not how ãt comes 
to paſs; hut I am a profound Admiter, and 
an en . — .of- the. oo 


they concurrently — 1 ml believe. 

And tho? they are, for the moſt part, my- 

TO — aut 9 the Reach of the 
Capacities 
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Capacities of many, who light them; yet 


I, who have had the Honour and Happi- 


_ neſs of much of their Acquaintance, fancy 


my-ſelf well appriſed of their Meanings. 
Tf at any- Time I read 3 in them 
which I don't preſently apprehend, I ſa- 


Jute it with Veneration for all that, till 


my Underſtanding is openꝭd to receive the 


Senſe of it. If 1 meet with but a ſingle 


— 
7 


Opinion in any one of them, I pay my 
Reſpects to it; but where there is an Har- 


mony and Agreement of Opinion amongſt 
them, it is with me, and ought to be with 
all Chriſtians, of ſuch Weight, as to bear 
don all Prejudice, Oppoſition, and Con- 
tradiction before it; or the Authority of 
no Man, whether ancient or modern, is to 
have any Regard paid to it; and of what 


ill Conſequence to Religion ſuch an utter 


Rejection of Authority will be, I need not 


— 


+ 


This I thought fit to premiſe, concern- 


ing the Authority of the Fathers, to abate 
of the Prejudice beforehand, which ſome 
may conceive againſt the following Di: 


courſe about the Miracles of Jeſus. I don't 
e but ſome may be ſtartled at the 
oregoing Heads, as if, hat is the fartheſt. 


of any thing from my Heart, the Service 


of Infidelity was in View; but craving the 
Temper and Patience of ſuch Readers for 
es, „„ - 


cadets. and —_ fhatl God, alas. it's no 
other than, juſt Reaſoning, -- clear Truth, 
and primitive Doctrine about Jeſus s Mi- 
racles, that I 1 Or if it ſhould fo 
| happen, that none beſides my ſelf ſhould 
diſcern the Reaſoning and Truth of the Ar- 
gument; yet I hope it will not be thought 
A Crime to revive primitive Doctrine, 
which none will be able to deny it to be, 
whether they like it or not. If Terr, I err 
upon Choice with the Fathers, of whoſe 
Faith I am. And if any are offended at 
what follows about the Miracles of Chriſt, 
let them turn their Diſpleaſure and Indig- 
nation againſt the Fathers, for whoſe ex- 
preſs or implicit Opinions I can be deſerv- 
ing of no Blame. 
1 am ſorry for the g ion —5 eh a 
Preface againſt Offence, which the Apo- 
ſtacy of the Age, and its Unacquaintedneſs 
with the Fathers, has made neceſſary. So 
I enter upon the particular ee of 
the Heads foregoing. And 8 


I. I will ſhew, that the Miracles of heal- 
ing all manner of bodily Diſeaſes,” which 
Jeſus was juſtly famed for, are none of the 
proper Miracles of the Meſſiah, nor are 
they ſo much as a good Proof of FJeſus's 
divine Authority to found and N a 
Wanne into the World. 8 3 
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thersabvut the Writing 
It Which the Life o 


And G be dis, 168 ig Cennder, fil, i 
general, what was the Opinion of tlie 
ene Leung 5 
if CHrift is recorded. 
Eucherius ſays, (3) That the Sc r 


5 


of +he New as 2 as Ola Toon, 
| to be interpreted in um allegorital Sons. 
And this his Opinion, is no Slice than Ns 


common one of the firſt Ages of the Church, 


as might” be proved by many the like Ex- 


preſſions of other Fathers. As in ſuch Ex- 
Preſſions, they do not except the Writings 


of the Evangeliſts ; fo they muſt include 
rhe Hiſtory of Chri/Ps Miracles, which as 
well as oefter Parts of the Hiſtory of his 


Life, is to be allegoriz d for the Sake of 

its true Meaning; conſequently the literal 

Story of Chriſt's Miracles proves nothing. 
But let's hear particularly their Opinion 


ofthe Actions and Miracles of our Saviour. 
Origen fays, that (Cd) Whatfoever Teſs 


did in the Fleſh, was but typical and 


Hmbolical of what he would 40 in be 


(3) Untrermm porro ü Seri OKs tam 


” Moi quam Vetetis Teſtamenti ad allegorieum ſen- 


ſum eſſe ſumendam, admonet nos vel illud, Aperi- 


am os meum in 3 | wo Praſat. ad rm 


pines. Intell. 


(a) Si quidem, Srinbols) 5 erant us tune 
gerebantur eorum, que Jeſu; virtute ſemper perfici- 


uatur. In Mat. C. xv. 
I : Spirit ; 3 


poſe, (5) that 257 
uh he beated;? 
gures of the ſpiri. 
| 2 | Eee, ws the Jon“, "that are 70, 
be cured _ Se” Hilary is of the fame 
Mind with Origen, as any one may ſee b b 
the (6) Expref ions referrd to, A 3 
Commentary on St. Mattheto. St. Au. 
ae (7, and St. John (8) of. Jeriſalem, 4 
oth 8 that the Works of 7eſus import 
farther Myſteries; and with them, the reſt 
of the Fathers agree, making the Miracles 
that Je/as did then, no more than tlie 
Shadow of ſome more powerful ahd myſt 
cal Operations to be done by him, à8 1 
could ſhew by more Citations out of them, 

if it were needful. But from the foregging 

Citations out of the Fathers it is plain, in 
their Opinion, that our modern Dibines 
are in the wrong of it, to lay much Streſs | 
on any of the Operations of Jeſur, Which 


9 * BA 

101 5) Omnis Languor & omnis — — — * Gi 
navir Salvator tune in Populo refecuntur ad In fir. 
fares ſpirituales Animarum, Se. In Mat. C. xvi. 5 : 

+ (6) Chriſti- Geſta aliud portendunt. Ia Mat. C. All. 
Evangelicis geltis eſt interior Senſus, C. xiv. Heo 
licet in præſens geſta ſunt, quid tamen in futurum 
fignificent contuendum eſt, C. x. Veragutit forram 
futuri geſta prœæſentia, C. xxi;" 1 

(7) Que a Jeſu fade lun. Alievjus f pnifcntis | 
erant. Serm. 77. a How | 

(8) Omnfte quod ow Jeſus,” eue an. 
Hom, 31. ne Wo: 5 
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Nr the « Fiſt, 1 0 


. — 5 2 © 
8 but Type and: Fi igure. 2 1 
7 ut to come cloſer to the Purp 
leg indifferent! Ys 4 had. al mat 6 Te 
i contemptibly..ch Fathers ſpeak. bol Me 
racles of Jeſus, and particularly of his 
Bayer of healing all badily Diſeaſes, Which 
25 4 al, Tre me 5 . 1 
ext t. 4K HEUS, : af 9 „ that 1 
7 $a ih he then « 57 


e | 


among 2257 yer ( (what Kimble the In- 
fuffleiency 5 ws — for the Converſion of 
Men) * intimates that his greater 19 
myſtical Works do prove. hit Authority. 
Br. Jobn of Jeruſalem ſays, @ 10 that Je. 


i 4 3 1778 


00,5 Si enim. remporalis erat ab eo 'Veilitas, nibil | 
Tm praſtitit i is, qui 0 6 eurati e L. . 6g 2. 
FF knit} 7) 
_ (10) Contra Celfum, 4 8 dne 

(11) Cœcum curavit, magnum auidem eſt, quod 
fecit; ſed niſi quotidie fiat, quod olim  faum, no- 
bis quidem magnum eſſe ceſſavit. Humil, 30- 5 


| I [IT I} 
N eee aon lu Blind, 8&o- 
| . ZHACOA * aerable:nnd: great; hut 
une; he do daily af evighity Works in is 
Church, ue ont to forbear aur Aumiru 
tion f him. St. Auguſtin not only» ſays; 
(12) that i ave ] ine into Jeſus s. Mi- 
racles by humane Reaſon; det ſhall. fad he 
did nothing great, cunſidening bis Al- 
mighty Pomer, and con g bi Goods . 
neſs, what he did wu bag but he 
tells us alſo, that (13) u, Forks an Je 
2 did, mi gb. be imputed ta, and efettad 
by Magit Art. And accordingly: Mofes 
and our Saviour himſelf -eonfels; that filſe 
Prophets, and falſe Chriſts, will do Mi- 
racles; and Anti- Chriſi himſelf, accords | 
ing to St. Paul, will do chem to the 
ception of Mankind. Nay, the Fat * 
(rs) ſay, what I believe, that Anti- Chraſt 
will imitate and equal Jeſus in all his Mi. 
racles which he wrought of old. — 
then can we diſtinguiſn the true Prop 
from the falſe, tha: true Chriſt — the 
; e ore by Miracles 2. Our . 
| wits aan; e ed 
% © (aa) Si bumapy: capt de ingenio.conſideremus Je 
fum facicntem, & quod ad poteſtatem non magnum 
aliquid fecit, & 4975 ad „ parvum fecit | 
In Johan! Cap. * wh „e UNS 
3.3 (33) Etſi r ireula, non defüiſſent 
(ſicut & nunc muſſitant) qui magice potentia cundta 
Its tribuerent. Con. Fauſt. L. XII. * 48% . 
000 1 Sanctum — er 
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tm. 


n a0d it hard to do it, if What the F 

thers ſay of Anti- Chriſt be found true. 

Moreover, Hiſtory affords us Inſtances of 

Men, ſuch as of 4poltonins Tyanzus, Leſe 

paſſan, and of the Iriſh Stroaten, Gres. 
 #rex, who have miraculouſly. cured Dif- 

caſes' to the Admiration of Mankind, as 

well as our Jeſus : But if any of them, or 
any other greater Worker of Miracles 
than they were, ſhould withal aſſume to 
himſelf che Fitie of a Prophet, and Author 
of a new Religion, I humbly conceive, 
* ht not to give heed to him. 

Neither is there the leaſt Reaſon that 
we'lkoult for the Power of doing Mira- 
cles is no certain, nor rational Seal of the 
Commiſſion and Authority of a divine 
Lawgiver. St. Paul ſays (15) there is . 
Diverſity of the Gifts . the Spirit; 
t one is groen” by the Spirit, t e World 7 
. — . to another the Word of Roi. 

to another the Gift of Healing; 5 

to n be working of Miracles; to 
rn to another Diſcerning 
of Spirits ; to another divers Kinds of 
5 to another the Interpretation 4. 
Tongues, Theſe Gifts may be given apart 
and ſeparately. One of them may 
zonferr'd on this Man, and another of. 
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his ighb ou .“ There 1 no 
e _ two on more of theſe: © 
Gifts ſhould meer 

then, that a Mano v 


rits, or of divers Kinds of Tongues, be. 
_ cauſe he has the Gift of Healing and of 
working Miracles is very inconcluſive; 


and falſe ReaBning): And yet this is the 


Reaſoning: of our modern Writers, who 


would prove Jeſur's Authority to found 


2 Religion from his Miracles. I don't 


queſtion but Jeſus had all the foreſaid 
Gifts and Powers of the Spirit in a moſt 


ſuperlative Degree; but then it is unrea- 
ſonably inferr'd, for all that, that a Man, 
becauſe he of Certainty has ſome -of them, 
muſt of conſequence have St. 
Auguſtin (16) cautions us againſt being 
deceived: into a good Opinion of a Mans 
Wiſdom, becauſe of his Power to do Mi- 


racles. And I think accordingly, that we 
may as well ſay, that the ſtrongeſt Man 
is the wiſeſt; or that a good Phyſician 
. nepal be ® good. Caſuiſt ; or THEE 9 


180 2 ** 5 


09 Atque ind 24 Rem maxime 8 ne 
decipiamur tendentes ad Contemplationem Veritar 


iraculum N viderimus, in ee, Dom. 1 mon- 


{7 Lib, 2. Seck. 4 _ | the 


in one Man. 10 rgus 
Who has one of theſe. 
Gifts, muſt have the other; ab n that 
he muſt needs have the Gift of Wiſdom, 
or of Pr e or of Diſcerning of Spi- 


is—Arbitrantes ibi eſſe invifibilem , ſapientiam, . ubi 
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«his wether niaihh is che ableſt Statef 
mans #6 that Jef becauſe he was 4 
Worker bf. Mitaeles, uch as his are, and 
2 Henle of all manfer of -Diſcafes, jought | 
tobe. received as the Guide of our Con- 
8 the Director of our Underſtand- 
85 ings, the; kale aon Hearts, and tho 

Saber gf: Relighontt tft to mo 7th 
__ *0 What: then Will {the -Writets »agai 1b 

. the Gnu do:to prove Jeſſa's Autho- 

rity -and:iMefrabfttip from his Miracles? 

Or how::by: his Miracles: will: they be able 

to diſtinguiſh him ffom an — a 

fälſe Prophet. „and itlie Muti. Chrift Tg W 7. 
they valle n ui iſloaß. 
was nothingrbelt Gooqnels,, 3 and 
Loe to Mankind: ſhe vun * — | 
x30 


cles. As:tathe:Mirades 
mpoſtors, it 3 many of then 


and .I 
f a kind and ee Aſpect; yet 
Deuil's Foot, if wel look well td it, 3 
. andivalk 
chievous Franks: But 7h Miracles 
were all of a beneficent Nature; he went 
about doing good, tiekling all manner of 
Diſeates among tlie People, and did no 
Wrong to uy one; which is a good Arg 
ment, t y;/of his \ivine Authiority,-or 
God' wobl 12 Have füffer d, nor the 
. BRAVE Work d — in ha 
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ofiterDuithis Headany inen copious. 
and thetarical, and many ET flo 
rid Harangves:bave they. made an it Ant 

Ia anſwer to: them, they dont ſem 10 
have their Memories at hand, eee 
&clamtaththis.careb Thu Fathers, upon 
whoſen Authority I WRtez will teil . 
Oratars; that 2 Sie a 
be undetſtood in che li ralndt ſe, ui nor 


only as fooliſh Things as any AInpmſtor 5 
could do, hut very ĩnmi,jjſsã ones t Man- 
kinda = not here inſtande in the 


icemingly folie pad: e dere 
Which Fefus did for- Miradles, intending 
under the neut, Lead to ſpeak tonſdme 
them; But they N 2 | 
as Hur Deawnee do believe, as ar-enaugh- 
to tyra ouriStomachsagainft (fuck a Fl 
phetez and enough 83 tale him 


tor 4 Cynjurur, d and alfi za d; 
gon Mae cheil Er 1 
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22 
ly Jeſus from his Miracles; ür Miulner 
urge the Prophecics af this his Dla-Felhamens) 


['TÞ prove theiMeſlebſhipi aß tlie lid. 


| ſychas that of Laa, O e 96. | 


Then the ¶ pes of the'blitid Aal bs. of 5 
aud the; lars of, the Deaf —— | 
{0008 ben all tbe luna 

tbe Hart, and the Tungus ee Tad | 
fi 1 and ſay: W 


accurately | 
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NE Demonſtration that he was the true 


: others k Ee 
nor cbuld be Prophecies of the miraculous 


ed, Lameneſs; and ambn al" . 
oſten perform d upon one o 
inaſmuch as our Saviour” f of | 


nent SR them coe 0 less 


| Meſfeb, that great /Prophet,:whowas to 
come into the World. To which Lanſwer, 

- Firſt; That the Accompliſhment of Pro. 
phecies that can neither be given forth by 
human Foreſight, nor fulfill'd in ons 


r are good Proofs of Feſud*s\Mefſiah- 


. But then, what ſhall we ſay, if others 

beſides Je ſas would do the like Cures and 
Miracles? It is ſaid of Anri-Ghrift, and 1 
| believe it, that he will not only do all the 
Miracles that Jeſus did, but will appeal 

to the like Prophecies tog. How then we 
are to diſtinguiſh the true Chriſt from the 


Falſe Chriſt by Miracles and Prophecies itt 


this Caſe, is the Queſtion/ which I leave 
with gur Di uiner to conſider of an An. 
ſwer to, againſt the Time tlaax it is proved 
that Auti-chriſt does all thoſe! Miracles 


which Jef in the Fleſn wrought," But 


Serundiy, The forefaid. Prophecies, and 
tion'd-in T/aih, neither were, 


Ges YT Ss Dittes, which Jeſus then 
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did. And eli may honing appear, not 
| only! from the Context of thoſe Prophes 
cies which gn chen ww, > Accompliſhs 
ment in Jeſus, who ought 
Ad one Part of che P pb ecy as Well 
the other, or is not to be taken tor he 
Fulfiller of either, but from the Opinion of . 
both Jews ; and Fathers, who adjourn the 
Aecompliſbment of thoſe 3 to 
: Chriſt's if pieitual Advent. © Bur" - 


"Thirdly, The Prophet [/aiah, in 9 FE 


8 Place above cited, ces not of aN 

Blindneſs, Sc. Which the Meſſiab is 
heal, but 'of the ſpiritual Diſtempers of 4 | 
Soul, 8 ſo called; dere 
eaſily proved, not only from the Prophe- 
cies le but from the old Fetus, 
who. were allegorical Interpreters of thoſe 
Diſtempers, and from che ancient Fa- 
thers, (17) who ſo underſtood them. 
Conſequently our Jeſus's healing of thoſe 
bodily Diſcaſes; was no proper Accompliſh- 
ment of thoſe Prophecies, It is true ur 
dec Matt. xi. 45 5. ſeems to e 


<Q 7) Interim 8 & Inas Prophetia non 
tantum in corporalibus, verum etiam in Ipirituali- 
bus, Origen. In Mart. Cap. xv. Aperientur igitur 
oculi cæcorum, aures ſurdorum audient, nam qui 
quondam divinis ſermqnibus rejectis myſticam Sanc- 
torum Inſtitutionem recipere non ſtuduerunt, liben- 
ter eam admittent, S. Cyril in Loc. II. vad. & 
Sanur . in Loc. Tſai. LH 
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his Works and ele, 28 b bearing Wit 


to SPY 8 Gy" to make his Cure 


of corporal Diſtempers an Accompliſhment 


of them: But he means not in the literal 
' Senſe, that our Divines take him in, as 1 
hall, ſhew hereafter, when J come to con- 
2 what Jeſur means, by appealing to 


_ of him. R 0 

Our Divines then ma admire and adore 
Jeſas as much as they 12 for his Mira- 
cles of healing bodily Diſtempers, but Iam 
for the ſpiritual Mæſſiab that cures. thoſe ' 
Diſtempers of the Soul, login ce ul 
paſs under the Names of Blindneſs, Lame - 
neſs, Deafneſs, Sc. And the Cure of theſe 
ſpiritual Diſeaſes, is the proper and miracu- 
lous Work of the true Meſſial; for the ſake 
of which, ſays (18) St. Auguſtin, Jeſus 


condeſcended to do thoſe little Miracles 


of healing bodily Diſtempers, which were 


but the Iype and Shadow of his more ſtu- 
pendous Miracles of curing ſpiritual Dif 


eaſes. The Cure of ſpiritual Infirmities 
is a God. like (r 9) Work, above the Imi- 


tation of Man or of Anti-chrift, infinitely 


( 18 Et nunc majores faniates operitur, propter 


| quas non eſt . eee tunc exhibere 1 mins 
res. * . 88. c tear Fame 


= 9) In quibus Spiritualibus maxime Cheſt per- 
ſona eminet. Akut. nel par 2. in Lucam.". 51 


but pops pans en wag 


GC DOyocm 


more miraculous than the healing any bo- 
Whether our Jeſus be at this Day ſuch: 
a ſpiritual Meſſiah, I leave to our Devines 
to conſider, with thoſe ſpiritual Diſtempers: 
of the Church, that ſeem to want his mi- 
raculous Hand and Touch. The Fathers 
of the Church ſaid, that Je/is was ß 
part ſuch a ſpiritual Meffab in their time, 


5 and argued (20) his Meſſiahſbip, not from 
bo dily Cures, but from his moſt miracu- 
lous Cures of the Diſeaſes of the Soul: - 


But there was another and future Time, in 

which he would be ſuch a ſpiritual and 
glorious Meſſiab to the greateſt Perfection. 

In the mean while, no healing of corpora! 

Diſtempers can prove Jeſus to be the Mef- * 

ſiab, nor any other of his miraculous Works 

recorded in the Evangei:z/ts : So far from 

it, that . VP „ 


II. I ſhall prove that the literal Story of 
many of Jeſus's Miracles, as they are re- 
corded in the Evangeliſts, and commonly 

believed by Chriſtians, does imply Impro- 
babilities and Incredibilities, and the groſ- 
ſeſt Abſurdities, very diſhonourable to the 


(20) Modo Caro cæca non aperit oculos Miraculo 
Domini, ſed cor cæcum aperit oculos Sermoni Do- 
mini. Modo non reſurgit mortale cadaver, ſed re- 
ſurgit anima quæ mortua jacebat in vivo Cadavere, 
Sc. Auguſt. Serm. 88. S. 3. 
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&, ſtrike with Horror fome of ar 1 
 miſh Divines, who, notwithſtanding they. 


OO of. Ctrl; _ RE 8 
Whole or in part, were never wWroüg t. 
br are only related as pro Pa- 
raholical Narratives of what would be m 
1 and more e [3 one oP 
. 5 © res | 3 


phetical an 


The reading of this Head will I doe 


will ſacrifice almoſt any Principles to their 
Intereſt, will not bear that our literal evan- 


| gelical Hiſtory of ſuch reriown'd Miracles 


Would be thus called in Queſtion, and con- 
temptuouſſy ſpoken of. What does this 
Agnthor mean, will ſome fay, thus to do 
Service to Atheiſm and rnfideliry ? Away 


__wikhhim!OurIndignationis 0 00 againſt 


him No Cenſure and Puniſhment can be 


100 ſevere for ſuch · Impiety, Profanenefs, 
and Blaſphemy, as is aim'd at, and imply'd | 


in this Propoſition. 

To calm therefore the Spirits, and abate 
the Prejudices of ſuch Accuſers, I muſt 
proceed with the greater Caution, and with 


KReaſon and Authority well fortify myſelf 
before and behind, or T ſhall feel the Weig 


of the Difpleaſure of our Divines, who are 
prepoſſeſs d of the Belief of the literal Story 
of all Feſurs Miracles, 

" Before then I enter upon tlie particular 


Bxamination of any of his Miracles, I will 


premile 


© 


r 


8 as Wa... 


n 


aud ub it uu. 


riral Tees of the New Teftament 
zf they are taken literally, are contrary to 
Senſe and —_ and therefore 


rem, e. De N. Diver Queſt. 84+ 


de Pace adore e Mad Sages. 
(2) iy 5Orhar in de hiftoricat-Parr ofthe 
orie el The are ſome Lins Ls in re | 


as Hiſtory; which were 


ne 


tranſacted ; and orhbr: 


_ might poſſibly be one; — 9 "This | 


he aſſerts of the Writings of the Zvange= 


lary' (22) ſays; There ars many * 


#here 10 


a Nebe myſtical Inter 
And St. Tughſlin (> 3) ſays, that there are 


cles of our Wr l s which 59 e incauti. 


2 I 


(at) Hitorls Sapiben mieden destek t 
dam vel minus geſta, vel qua omnino geri non 
poſſunt; interdum que . poſſunt geri, au tamen 
geſta funt. De Frincipii, Lib. 4 


(22) Multa ſunt, gu non "He nos fimplic? : 


ſenſu dicta evangeliea ſuſeipere. Interpoſſtis enim 


nonnullis Rebus quæ ex Natura human ſenſus ſibi 


contraria ſunt; Rationem querere ccęleſtis e 
gentiæ admonemur. In Mate: L. xx. S. 2. 


(23) Eyangelica Sacramenta in Chriſti factis te: 


nata omnibus non patent, & ea nonnulli minus di? 


ligenter interpretando afferunt plerumque pro ſa- 
lute Perniciem, & pro Cognitione Veritatis Erro- | 


hidden Myſteries in the Works au Mir. 


ouſly 
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Aſte, as well as of the Old Teſfament, ank 
of es many Inſtances to this Purpoſe. St. 
F4 1 


kbat 


. and war; , grievous hw — 
Of the fame Mind are the reſt of the Fa- 
thers,\ as might be proved by expreſs. or 
implicit Citations; but, ſtudy ing Brevity, ; 
I chinkaka three Teſtimonies above enough 
to cool the Rage, and aſſwage the Preju-. 
dices of my Adverſaries againſt the Propo- 

ſition before us, which I come now to a 

13 Conſideration: of; that is, to 

that the Story of many of Jeſuss 

Miracles is literally | e . 

and ne, And 
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1. To ea OY to. that Miracle of Jeſurs s 
drivin A the ms and Sellers out of the 
Temple, which all the (24). four Evange- - 

lis make mention Ol. 

I have read in ſome 1 Author, 
whoſe Name does not occur to my Memo 
ry, that this was, in his Opinion, the moſt 
ſtupendous Miracle that Jeſur wrought. 
And, in truth, it was a moſt aſtoniſhing | 
one, if literally true, and Jeſus muſt ap- 
pear more than a Man, he muſt put on an 
aw ful and moſt majeſtick Countenance to 
effect it. It is hard to conceive, how any 
one in the Form of a „Man and of a de- 
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ſus chang'd his human Shape) with a Whip 


againſt the Letter of this Story, let's hear 


323 by Tal EL a j 
Church: Sellers in the Temple, he 
means ſuch Preachers who make Merchan- 
Chriſt, ſome time or other, would rid his 


Church of. He is fo far from believing 
any thing of the Letter of this Story, that 
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hehas mid Ceres 


A 1 artempted 
N « Mr uld have reſiſt 
Win — ar — Temple might 
+ by 2 r 
to cheir Wares, and would have juſtiy 
*-acouſed him of a Riot againſt Law * | 
ot A Whether tere is notiRea- 
ifon in-thiis! 1 of on: ler any 
one judge. a hier ef Hin 
212 121 2 et ien lle Ky Vin Fi od QF .by 
DY 99 Potro gui * eſt 3 r See Kd; 
ee po die a be Sen e out, 
eſus ren talem- aude kagere Kt y 
let Meacatorum Multit qui en K. 1 
ſtum aſcenderant, 2 — | 5 eee & . 
amo populo: π e maltandas pet domus iatdliari- 
bo de TOR malkoram 8 feng ere kun n:; 
arque of aur 175 rebus tali bus gloriantes . p ucturi 
\ *erant- e ——— : Nas” malt flor 
| letant, 2 An Con tu cleberrimo CON aturi. 
Con ſidetatit: fig e i 8 erat 
NON acc Ages Kant eee e. 
rum cunias & menſas ſubye Au. 
autem 110 e enen verberatus & Pulſar ab 
eo, qui Wn — habebatur Vis, hunc adertus non 
Auclanaſize; rotis nividuo fie: nleiſcens; cum pra- 
Aenim haberet tantam Multitudinem ęorum, qui 
Abi æque contumeli am fieri credebant, Fayeprem 0 
4#ibi adverſum Jeſum? Infuper conſideremus, Dei 
filium funiculos ſumentem ; ſibique flagellum te- ; 
nentem ad extrudendum e templo, annon repræ- 
lentet præter audaciam & temeritatem, inordina= W 
| am etiam quiddam? In Johan. Tom. XI. EC 
St. Hilary fl © 
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And he admoniſhes 
.the profound and myſtical Import of every 
Fart of it; particularly he hints that (29) 
by the Seats of thoſe who ſell Doves, map 

be underſtood the Pulpits of Preachers 
who make Sale of the Gifts of the Spirit, 
which is repreſented by a Dove. As to 
the Letter of the Story, he is plain enough, ; 
that there was no ſuch (20) Market kept 5 
in the Temple of. Zeru/alem: And if may | 
Hiſtqrians' beſides the Evangelifts had aſ- 
ſerted it, I know of none, who would have 
been fo fooliſh as to believe that Oxen 
and Sheep and Goats were there ſold. 


G ) ee be 555 Reaſon * 65 


ah. 


«as is of the ſame. Mind with : 
15 n. fle ſays that this Story is only a 
Gp, Prefiguration of what will be done 

hriſt's Church upon another Occaſion! 
18 28) us to ſearch into 


St. Ambroſe too is for the Myſtery, and . 
againſt the Letter of this Story, f. 


1 — 


f 


(: 2 5 pre e dan prafennbuse con- 


tinetur, I Matt. XIII. 


(28) Admonemur althts; e Vietures in 


kabel e fignificationibus, contuendas, Lid. 


(29) In Cathedra eſt ſacordotii ſedes; * eorum 
qui Spiritus Sancti Donum er habent, Carhedras 
evertet, Ibid. 75 : 

(30) Non halle Jude Hood venice paiſunt, 


neque erat quod emere quis poſſet, Lid. 


(31) Cathedra autem Vendentium ee aur 


everterit Þ Sccundum Literam non intelligo. Ad- 


monet 
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this Miracle, as far as it will bear it: But 
then corrects himſelf again, ſay ing, there 


| G «x63 — 6 | J Z 
Hard "ROO = Seats of thoſe that ſold 
Dave! s? This muſt be, ſays he, a eus 
tory, and fi ignifies nothing leſs th 
he farure Ejection of Priefts Hat of bis 
urch, h, who he 60 make Gain at d Mer- | 


olpel. 
057 e as his is Mitinef 1 iy other 
ſes, gives us a literal: Expoſition of 


are (32) Abſurdities in the Letter; but, 
Meaning, eſis 


according to its myſtical 


* 19 enter 70 t ple of the Church, and 


re we. 


calt- ot of it Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, 
ſor ke a Trade FProching. And in 
0 Place he, tells. us of the myſtical 
25 hip. (33), that Fed will make uſe of | 
to this Fürpoſe. : 
7 "gps Auguſtin allo is againſt the Letter 
of: * Story of this Miragles faying, (34) 1 


Möge Tipo tj eftorins de Tempio hojufinod! Mer- 
catorum, in Eccleſia Dei Conſortium eos habere non 
Pale qui Sancti Spiritus On een ak; In 

oc. A 5 212 17 i 8 

(32) Juxta ſimplicem Intelligenciome-—quod pe 
mitus abſurdum A terum ſecundum Myſticos Fa- 


tellectus Jeſus ingreditur Templum Patris & ejicit 
omnes -— ot een. & Diaconcs, e. 1s 
Loc. | 


. 11 +019 Y Hi $; 38; 8 2 ent sf 
33) Faciet Dominus Flagellum de Scripturarnm 
Tektuum Teſtimoniis. I Zechar. C. xiv. © 
(34) Non magnum Peccatum, ſi hoe vendebant 
in mp er een ut offerretur in . e 


2 e 5 Where 


n 


are the Sellers of 95 in Chriſts Church; 
and he is very poſitive that Eccleſiaſticks, 


PP ES nn ro 3 bod bd Tg 


clear his Church of them. 


3 7 1 = 
„could be the'great' sin of ſelling 
lying Things in the Temple, that 

r the Uſe of it, and offer'd as Sa- 


entice" Ine? We ft eher, ye Be 
look for the Myſtery in this (35) f gufra- 
tive ory, and enquire What is 1 8 5 by 


the Oxen, and Sheep „and Doves, and, who s 


who are ſetfifh, and make worldly Gain 
of the 1 5 are here 19 7 And; as to 


* 3 % 


"Laſtly el the 1 orOhn Inn agrees . 


St. . beophylate, who is an Allegoriſt ve 


upon this Miracle, faying, that thoſe (37 
who ſell Doves, are 417 Prieſts who 12 
ſpiritual Gifts; and, char Chriſt ſome time 
or other would overturn their Seats, and 


In another 


16355 Qui ſunt [dither 405 8970 Sa G in 


 figura queramus Myſterium fadi, qui” fünt qui Oves 


vendunt & Columbas? ipſi ſunt qui ſua int in 

Eccleſ 1a, non quæ Jeſu Chriſti, Lid. 
(36) Vos enim feciſtis Domum meum, Domem 

Negotiationis & Speluncam Latronum, ſignificat fu- 


turos in Ecclefia, L. II. Evany. Queſt. 43. 0 


(37) AULaNaAG cy * rav A y, a ui; nigs © 
TOY xet] 77 727 Temelay « dirt 6 12 * Jabun. 
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Place; he intimates * are meant by Ons 
en and Sheep, vis. the literal Senſe of the 
Scriptures. And if the literal - Senſe. be 
irrational and nonſenſical, the: Metaphor, 
we muſt allow to be proper; inaſmuch as 
nowa-days, dull and fooliſh. and abſurd. 
ſtuff we call Bulls, Fatlings, and Blunders, 
 —'Bebold a wonderful Harmon among the 
Fathers in their Rejection of the literal,” 
and Eſpouſal of . myſtical Senſe of this 
Miracle. It is ſaid of the Church in her 
weſt Ages, that ſhe was inſpired, and ſo, 
he was; or before an Hire for the Prieſt-. 
hood was eſtabliſhed, and pleaded for, ſhe. 
could never have written in this Faſhion, 
If the Fathers had lived now, and writ- 
ten thus, we ſhould have thoughr the Spi⸗ 
rit of Qualeriſin was gotten amongh, 
them, or they would never have given 
fuch an Expoſition of this Story to favour 
an Enmity to an Hirelin 75 Prieſthood. 

How and when Chriſt's Power, accords. 
ing to the Figure and Parable before us, 
will enter his Church, and drive out of 
her theſe eccleſiaſtical Merchants, | is not 
the Queſtion. But whenever it does ſo 
omg wt © it will be a ſtupendous Mira- 
cle, much greater than the typical one is 
ſuppoſed to be; and not only a Proof of 
Cheifts divine Power and Preſence in his 
as, but an abſolute Demonſtration of 


I 


AS INE OPT > We” 


%%ũũ d ĩ wo W OR C99 i. > oo 
c 5 ; 8 * 5 f \ th 5 0 : # *'* 


: L491 N 
his Meſſſahſbip, from his 8 
both of the Tretaid Prophecies: of the 


Fathers, and of other remarkable ones of 


the Old Teflament, which will be chen 
ans and which it is not CP 2 
Buſineſs here Os : apply- or mention. 


Againſt the aforeſaid Spotting of this 


Miracle, perhaps it may be objeQed, that 
_ (exceptin og. a little Reaſoning againſt the 


Letter of it) this is only the chimerical 


and whimſical Dream of the Fathers, 


whoſe Notions are obſolete, and who (38) 
have adulterated Chriſtianity with their 
Cant and Jargon; and that none of our 
Proteſians and Orthodox Divines have 
ever given: into ag Opinion. FR 


1 con ſk. that none of our 88 
Divines, whom I know, do embrace the 
foreſaid Expoſition of the Fathers, but it 


may be nothing the worſe for all that: 
And tha" their Expoſition may be very diſ· 
agreeable to the Prieſthood of this Age, 
yet I can tell them of the greateſt Man of 


theſe laſt Ages, and that was Eraſmus, 
who, cautiouſly expreſſin ag hire for fear 
of giving Offence to the Clergy, is of the 
lame Mind with rhe Fathers; or he would 


(38) Chandler" 's Vindication, Ge. p. 145. 
not 
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| 5 4 W 446. For Jeſus — 
Z e againſt the Prophanation 


of that Temple of the Jews, ' which. 'Was 
bon to be e but meant to ſhe 
his Diſtike and Hatred of eccleſiaſtical 


Coverouſneſs, which, after the Way of 
the Type, h ond kate bis C e © 
e id tbe Church 7 Pe. 27! I | 


Before I diſmiſs this Miracle, 1 muſt ob) 
en that if the Fathers are right above, 
then our Latin and'' Engliſh Tranſlations 
of the Place in St. 9 e err in 2 
mirin Point. Infteadi of reading, and Je- 


fur caſt out them that ſold and bought, it 


ſnould be, #ho/e: abo fold and preach 
that is, ſold What they preach'd : For the 
Word «yoegZev does more properly lignity 
to preach than to ##y; and in this Senſe 
here,: according to the enen, it 4 apes 
be conſtrued. 

Again, I muſh Weed that our Conse 
menfarors are a" lirtle Pans: to —_— 


— 


ey av be! bocto akne alind Ganificibar Jefas, 

enim illum tantopere commovebat Templum nud 
mereimoniis Boum, Ovium, Hircorum & Columba- 
rum profanatum ; ſed oſtendere voluit Avaritiam & 
Quſtum fore capitalem Peſtem Eceleſiz, quam Tem- 
plum cujus Religio mo erat abolenda, figurabat 
In nullum Hominum Genus acrius ſæviit Jeſus, ſed 
hos ipſe ſibi ſervabit eiiciendos, eum rigebicur. In 
Loc. Mare. xi. . 8 
who, 


peak to a | 


£ 31 Þ 


| has and what. thoſe robe Monen- 
Changers, . were. The. Greek (40) Word | 
does import thoſe who 
hach away little 


he have 1 nack to 
aſc and Braſs Money, 
ch the Effigies of an Ox or Bull on it, 


| 1 „ r good d Coin. How a — 
950 the Word was to any Merch 9 of 


Temple at Jeruſalem, is hard to 
Wes ve. But it is is very agrecable to our 


| eccleſiaſtical Collybifts, WY as I may ap- 
2 Be Freethinkers, vend their Brazen- 


Bulls and Blunders at an extravagant 


and great Price. And if r crete, which 


is tranſlated Tables, does roperly fignify 
(41) Pulpits, who can he pit? 
So much then on the Miracle of Jeſus 8 


thu the Sellers and Buyers out of the 


ple. And now I appeal to our Di- 


—_ wh by it be not an abſurd, impro- 


bable, and incredible Story according to 


the Letter; and whether it be any other 


than, as the Fathers ſaid of 1 it, a prophe- 


Ws and parabolical Narrative of what 
would be myſteriouſſy and more wonder- 


fully done by Jeſus. Apa 1o [ come. Lip. 


"a 


85 . Second Miracle 91 1 e, and ira 


* Vid. Sicerant in 8 0 28H, 
(41) Texn:Ca, apud Ault, eſt Pulpicom, 
Via. S : 
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that of his (42) caſting the Devils out of 
the Madman or Madmen, and permitting 
them to enter into the Herd of Swine, 
«which thereupon ran down a.Precipice, 


and were all choaked in the Sen. 
IJ To exorciſe, or caſt Devils out of the 
Poſſeſs d, without conſidering the Nature 
of ſuch a Poſſeſſion, or the Nature and 
Power of the Devil, we'll allow to be not 
only a kind and beneficent Act, but a 
great Miracle. But then, be the Miracle 
as great as can be imagined, it is no more 
than what falſe Teachers, (43) Workers 

of Iniquity, and even ſome Artiſts amongſt 


the Feu have done before; conſequent- 


viour, could be no Proof of his divine Au- 


thority. And if there was no more to be 
ſaid againſt this Miracle, this is enough 
to ſet it aſide, and to ſpoil the Argument 
of Jeſur's divine Power from it. But 


there are many Circumſtances in the Sto- 


ry, literally conſider'd, that would induce 


us to call the Truth of the whole into 


queſtion. How came thoſe Madmen to 
have their Dwelling amongſt the Tombs 


of a Burying-Ground ? Where was the 


Humanity of the People, that did not take 


Care of them, in Pity to them, as well as 


(42) Matt. viii. Mart v. Lale viii, | 20 
(43) Lake xiii. ver, 2. N for 


4 


= 


ly, ſuch a Work of Exorciſin in our Sa- 


or 


(44) Spencer de Legibus Hebray/p. 39/0 5486 


for the Safety of others? Or if no Chains} 

as the Text ſays, which is hardly credi- 
ble, could hold them, it was poſſihle 
ſurely, as well as lawful, to diſpateh them, 

rather than their Neighbours and Paſſen- 
gers ſhould be in Danger from them. Be- 
lieve then this Part of the Story who 
can? But what's worſe, it's not credible 


there was any Herd of Swine in that 


Country. If any Hiſtorians but the Evan. 
geliſis had ſaid fo, none would have be- 


lieved it. The Jews are forbidden to eat 


Swine's Fleſh ; what then ſhould they do 


with Swine (which are good for nothing 


till they are dead) who eat neither Pig, 
Pork, nor Bacon? Some may ſay, that 
they were kept there for the Uſe of Stran- 


gers: But this could not be, becauſe that 
after the Time of Antiochus, who polluted 
the Temple with the Sacrifice of an Hog, 


the Jews (44) forbad, under the Pain of | 
an Anathema, the keeping of any Suine 
in their Country. Perhaps it may be ſaid, 


* 


that the Gadarenes, fo calld from the 


Place of their Abode, were not Fews, 


but neighbouring Gentiles, with whom | 


it was lawful to eat, and keep Swme.. 
We will ſuppoſe fo, tho” it is improbable; 


but then its unlikely (without better Rea- 


* —_ 4 
, 241 


3 
: : : : L 
ws? q a» ** 


ſon 


— 2 2 N 
— * B ot * — 4 C 12 p — — — 
* _ > 2 -- r CO IDS — 2 5 — To - 7 2 3 * Fo, — — 
. — 8 — iS — —ͤ— 220250 - — 13 * JW —— ? 42 — 8 
— 2 8 — ; oy ” _— noel — — — — — . 2 CES — — : g F 4 2 
2 2 —— "I Y S 7 —— — D - : & 3 —— — — = I PEAR 
IONS - — CY — n — — 8 — . ; —— . OI + — Ac 7 _— — TIT >, — — —_ q — 
© Ow 17 — ns 3: * — . 2 _—_ zz — 8 
— 


— - — =_ = _ _ 
_ — 3 — — 
—— — ae wa — hb + — 9, pg - - 
Ae ed. _ — — — — 
22 — r n —— — — Shoe. FAS > 
2 n - — 
— 2 rer FX 2 - 
2 Eh ww = — Hem 
— LI =: — A 2 * 
mw, = - * 
— pe * . — 0 
A — 2 Pa ty 4 
> SN — — ah 2 
3 os 2 — bo RG ce — —— 
A rn D ·wrͥ.̃ . rr 
— — a — 2 * _ 
4 — — —-— —⅛ —— 


— 


3 


fonthan at preſent we ave apprifec. of): 


Juſtice o 
account for it, if chay' can. It is common 
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our Saviour would: permit the Devils 


enter into a Herd of them to their De- 


ſtruction. Where was the Goodneſs and 
of bs ſo doing Let our Diuines 


ly ſaid of our Saviour, and 1 believe it; 
that his Life was entirely innocent, that 


his Miracles-were all uſeful and beneficial 
- Mankind, and that he did no Wrong 


to any one. But how can this be rightly 


3 of him, if. this Story be literally true 


The Proprietors of the Swine were great 
Loſers and Sufferers; and we don't read 
that Jeſus made them ents or that 
they delervd ſuch Uſage from him. The 
Proprietors. of the Swine, it ſeems, upon 
this Damage, done them by Jeſs, deſire 


him to depart out of their Coaſts, to 


prevent farther Miſchief; 3 Which Was - 


gentler Reſentment, than we can imagine 


any others would have. made of the like 


Iajury. I know not what our Divine. 


think of this Part of the Stoky, nor 
e Jeſus eſcaped ſo well; but if 
Exorciſt in this our Age and Nation, 


tad pretended to expel the Devil out of 


one poſſeſsd, and permitted him to enter 
into a Flock of Sheep, the Peogle w Would 
have "Did that he had bewitch'd both; 


and our Laws, and Judges too of che 


(21. 


laſt. Ape, would have made him to W ing 
for it. 


Without Offence, 1 hope, 1 N ar- 


gued againſt the Letter of this ftrange Sto- 
ry of the holy Jeſus ; I ſhould not have 


dared to Foy faid fo much againſt it, 2 4 
upon the Encouragement gl N and 


other Fathers, Who ſay, we ought to ex. 


poſe the Abſurdities of te Lette 


r, as 
much as may be, to turn Men's Heads 


to the myſtical and true Meaning. 
Let's hear then what the Fathers fay to 


this Miracle. Origen's Commentaries on 


this Part of St. Matthew, and St. Luke's 
Goſpel, are loſt; otherwiſe unqueſtionably 
he would not only have told us, that he 
believed no more of the Letter of this Sto- 
ry, than he did of the Devils G5) taking 
our Saviour to the Top of a Mountain, 
and ſhewing him all the Kingdoms of the 
World; but, as he is an admirable Myftift, | 
would have given us curious Light into 


the Allegory and Myſtery of it. But with- 


out Origen, we have enough in the other 
Fathers againſt the Letter of this Story. 
St. Hilary reckoning up all the Parts of 
this Miracle together, ſays of it, that it is 
(46) typical and parabgheal, wal written 
(45) Lib. TV. De Principiis. © © | 
(4% thine iba Cortaturabbalhede bay Poa, 
rendis futuri plena meditatio, In Loc. OE: In hoc 
Typica ratio ſervata eſt, Ibid. 5 
„ for 


for gur Meditation of what would be done 
„ 
to him, and other Fathers, the Madman 
1s Man kind z..0C if they Were two, t hey 
were Je and Gentile at Chriſt's Coming, 
who inay be fad ©o(47) be poſeſ7'd if 
evils, in as much as they were under 


* 


the Rule of diabolical Sins, and ſubject to 
the Worſhip of a«iuomr falſe Deities, which 
We tranſlate Devil, They were /0 fierce 
(45) as no Chains could hold them, be- 
caule of their moſt furious Rage and En- 
muty to the Church, whom no Bonds of 
Reaſon could reſtrain from doing Violence 
to the Chriſtians: They are ſaid to be (49) 
zaked, becauſe they were deſtitute of the 
 Cloathing of the Spirit and of Grace. And 
may be ſaid to he among the (50) Tombs, 
becauſe they were dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins. After that J7eſus had exorcis'd theſe 
diabolical Spirits out of the Centilos, and 
brought them to their right Senſes, which 
. (45) Significatz ſunt gentes que. multis dæmoni- 
bus ſeryiebant. Auguſtin in Luc. Quæſt. 13. 1 
(48) Humanum genus ad Adventum Domini vexa- 
batur furore dementi, rumpens vincula rationis, St. 
Amb. in Loc. Luc. | 2% Po 
49) Nadus quigunqne tegurpentum Nature fa 
& Virtutis amiſit. Amb. ibid. PLE OT. F 
(53) In Tumulis Sepulchrorum; quid enim aliud 
ſunt Corpora perfidorum, niſi quædam defunctorum 
Sepulchra in quibus Nei yerbum non habitat, 1bid. 


. 1 Was 
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) 
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Was 5 upon their Converfion to „ the Faith; * 
then a good war V ſome Ages after, did 
the like Devils, b divine Permiſſion, en- 
ter into a (51). Herd of Swine, i. e. into 
Heretjcks of impure Lives, and furious 

Natures. What fort of Hereticks ares 
meant, or whether they are not to be 

underſtood of Chriſtians in general, let 
our Divines conſider. But one would 

be apt to think that Miniſters of the Let- 


ter are included, becauſe the Letter of the 


Scripture is myſtically call'd. (52), Swines 


Food. I am not obliged to purſue the 


myſtical Interpretation of this Parable (for 
ſo J will call it) thro? all its Parts, nor to 
ſay what is meant by the Sea, that the 
Swine are to be abſorp'd in; but leave 
our Divines to chew upon this myſtical 
Conſtruction. given them in part, and to 
conſider, whether there's not a Neceſſity 


for ſuch an Interpretation. to make the 


Story credible. 
And thus have I given you the Opinion 
and Expoſition of the Fathers upon this 


Miracle, which they turnall into Myſtery. 


It our Divines are ſtill for ag: to * 


(51) Videntes Doemobes non ſi bi op 1 in 
gentibus derelinqui, ut patiatur habitare ſe in He- 
reticis deprecantur. Hilar. in Loc. Matt. 7 

(52) Eitera eſt Palea, & frequenter evenit, ut ho- 
mines hujus ſæculi myſtica neſcientes, ſimplici Scrip- 


furarum LeRione paſcuntur, Hieron. in Ila. Xi. 


Letter 
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cure Men violently diſtracted, and pof- 
ſeſs' d with Devil, is, herber ir de mira- 
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Liv of this Story, 
the Difficulties it 's involved with, To 


culous or not, a good and great Work; 


but to ſend the Devils, who without Je 
furs Permiſſion could not go, into the 


Herd of Swine,” was an Injury done to 


the Pi edt, and unbecoming of the 
Goodneſs ok the holy Yefus. Neither is 
there 1 0 other Way 50 ſolve the Difficul- 
ty, than by looking upon the whole, With 

| x e 


Fathers, as Type and Figure. 


Ik this miraculous tory had been record 


3k of Mahomet, and not of Jeſus, our 
Divmes, I Aare fay, would have work'd 


it up to A Confutation of Mahometanifir. 


Aber fhould have been, with them, 


nothing leſs than a W7zard, an Enc han. 
ter, à Dealer with familiar Spirits, a 


ſworn Have to the Devil; and his Mf 


ſulmen would have been hard put to it to 


write a good Defence of him, 


When our Saviour was brought beten 


Pilate to be arraign'd, try'd, and Fcondemn- 
ed, Pzlate put this Queſtion to the Jews, 
faying, What Evil hath Jeſus done? It 


both, ar either of the Stories above, had 


been literally true of Jeſus, there had been 
no need of falſe Witneſſes againſt him. 


f PM OE, of the I emple were at 


hand, 
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let them account for 


« 1 pr ow they d were why na e 

« and Loſers in their Trades; and, whe- 
« ther! he or his: Party had ſtolen any of 
their Goods or not; yet ſome were 
. embezzled, and. pthers, dawaged and 
$a throꝰ the outragious Viol 


ES... 


unruly Fellows, Againſt. Law and Aus 
« thority.” If ſuch Evidence as this was 
not enough to convict Jeſus of a capital 

rde of the G. 


2 


Crime, then the Stwine-Her, 
derenes might have depoſes 

„ believed him to be a ig 
« had loſt Two thouſand Swine through 
his Faſcinations: That he bid the De- 


« not to be 


vils to go into our Cattle, is n. 
« deny'd. And if he cured” one or two 
C of, Our Countr) men of a violent Poſ- 
% ſeſſion, yet inaſmuch as he id us this 
„Injury in our Swine, we juſfiy ſuſpect 
him of diabolical Practioes upon both 
V pon ſuch Evidence as this, Pilate asks 
the Os of Jeu, ſaying, What think 
? If they all had condemn'd him to 

Hs ek eh of Death, i it is no wonder, ſince 
there is not a Jury in England that would 
have acquitted any one r and a ac- 
cuſed in the like _— "Hg e 
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E Accuſations were not brought againſt 


21 „„ Cloud. 


18 is is wen Ne our literal Does , "that 


Jeſus; or their Heads would have deen 


ſadly puzzled: to vindicate his Innocence, 
and to prove the Injuſtice and Undeſerved- 


neſs of his Death and Sufferings. But for 


this Reaſon, if no other, that no ſuch 
Crimes were laid to his Charge, T believe 


little or nothing of either of the ſeeming- 
ly miraculous Stories before us, but look 
upon them both as prophetical and parabo- 
lical Narratives of what would myſteri- 
ouſly and more wonderfully, and conſiſtent- 
Iy We Wiſdom and oodneſs of Je. 

5 r ne by him. And ſo I paſs to a a 


voter Miracle of Jeſus, and} chat is 
- Trans fi guration (53) on the Mount. 
And this is the darkeſt and blindeſt Story 
of the' whole Goſpel, which a Man can 


make neither Head nor Foot of: and 1 


queſtion whether the Conceptions of an) 
two thinking Doctors do agree about it. 


Jo fay there is nothing in the Letter of 


this Story, we Believers mult not, becauſe 
St. Peter (54) ſays he was an Eye. wirneſs 


\ of Zeſus's Majeſty, ſaw his Glory on the 


Mount, and . the Voice out For” the 


653) Matt. xvii. Mark ir. Lake ix; 7 is LORD 
(54) 2 Per. i. 16, 17, 18. 7 


tions tothe Letter of this Story. 
in melt (55) Joche that 
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cheir Hees f the ns to 47 — Creme 
khis or that Part of it; 0 
be ready; at an A 


wel 4 nng reaſonably \atisfy'r them 


r 


and not N bear down'their. Oppoſil 
tion, which will make nö fincgte Coiverts 
of them. As nd I believe they would eaſts 


ly ' diſtreſs us with Difficulties and Objecs 


the whole '6 perform'd by 


tits at the” Imitation of 4 
make it as it Came from afar f, ; 
it is _gttered cloſe by us, and can "alk 
themſelves too into different Forms and” 


Shapes, Without a Miracle, to tlie Sür- 
e NN * 


priſe and Admiration of Spectat 


But What, Itrow, do our Divines mean 
by Jeſus's Th ransfigiuratiin." We read rhar 


his Countenarice' did ſhine” like the Sun, 


22 


R . 


now, theſe" our 
Days, has e e ſtrange Ar- = 
dice, and to. 


Snow; and that's Do Asch be 


can we think, to demonſtrate that Tranſ- 
action, 


EFL2 '/ 978 A 


(55) GE ug hifideles iam Wöcem delatzm de 
Cerio; per conjecturas humanas:&;itlicitas-/Curiguta 
tes ad magicas Artes referre, in Ferm. xliii. G. 5: 


55 loſophers 


a miragufous Tanger, Phi- 
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; ws; from 152 . 
af it. Ac ee ee it, ſigniſſes. nothige 
les than t 8 hange i a 
of. a Perſon, into, the. Forms, 
Eſſences of Creatures 
>, . Species, Flags. 
eſus,, 
hk 20 
would not have PF 
ture maſten for | 
or any one elſe, bout, ee 7 7 As 
upon the Mount transformed — a th 
4 Calf, a Lion, a Bear, a Ram, a Goat 
an Hydra, a a Stone, a. Tree, and, into ma- 
ay other Things of tl nate and inani- 
mate World, I dare fay there would, a- 
mong our orthodox Divines, be ſuch Bx- 
clamations againſt me for Blaſphomyz — 
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ſure, will n © hear of ſoch a rar 5 
tion; nor, like good plain Believers, WII! 
bear any 2 514 more cha that Jeans 
Countenunce did ſhine like the Sun, and the 
Colour of his Veſtments Was changed; 5 
17 whether i — comes up to — Import I 
of a Metainophoſis or not, they don't care. 
But to cloſe wirh our Drvines, and ac- 
| knowledge that the gloxious Change 'of 
Jeſns's Se and of the Colour 
of his Veſtments, was a true and proper 
Transfiguration, and that it was as real 
and wonderful a Miracle as could be 
wrought: But then we may, I hope, ask 
them, what was the particu ar Reaſon and 


Uſe of this Miracle? Was it a Miracke 


only for the ſake of a Miracle? That's an 
Ablurdiry in the Opinion of '(56) St. Au. 
guſtin, . ſays, what is reaſonable © =4 
think, that all and every one of Fe/i 
Miracles had its particular End and Uſe; 
or he who is the Wiſdom as well as Power 
of God, had never wrought/it- And what, 
Ipray, was the Uſe of this Miracle? Of 
that the evangelical Hiſtory is ſilent, and 
our Divines, with all their reaſoning Fa- 
n can 15. nothing to 3 * 


F 56) Nes cage enim Micacula propter Miracula facie: 
bat, ſed ut illa que faciebat, mira eſſent videntibus, 
vera a efſent intelligentibns, In Serm. xcviii. Keck. 3. 


8 And 


OT 7; 1 Moſes e ee e | 
Mount with Ze/as ? Was it in their own 
proper Agron that they appear*d ? or were 
hey only ſome Spectres and A pparitiohs 
- in, reſemblance-of: them? It is ſaid, that 
"they were talking with Jeſut hat then 
did they talk about? Thie bie greateſt 
| Pro 00 0 and Philoſophers of the Univefſe 
not poſſibly. meet and conſer toge- 
555 5 but on. the moſt ſublime, u uſeful, and 
edil ing, Subjegt. It's ſtrange that the 
\ itles, who over-heard their Confabu- 
_ dation, did not make a Report of it, and 
ü 4ranſmit i to Foſterity for our Edifi- 
1 Ws and Inſtruction. St. Lute, as our 
nf Tranflantion has it, ſeems to ſay, 
Fart ey talked together of Jeſat's Deccaſe 
which be ſhould wccompliſh\ at Jeruſalem 
Hut this can't be the Meaning:of St. Luke's | 
(57), Words, which ſo interpreted, are no 
eſs than a Barbari/m, and, I appeal to our 
Gre k e an improper Expreſſion 
725 ſuch Signification. We muſt then look 
1 more roper Conſtruction of the 
A in St. Lute, or we muſt remain in 
the Dark, as to the Subject that 9 
and Elias talked with Jeſus about. 
hut further, Why could not this Min 
cle have "_ Frrought | in | the Br bo 
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ain, whithet eſis 


Ain, 


Work of it? Naughty Infidelr will fay, it 


vas for the Advantage of a Cloud, which 


often moves and reſts on the Tops of 


Mountains, to diſplay bis Pranks in. And 
why was' it not done in the Preſence of 


the Multitude, as well as of his three A- 


poſtles? The more Witneſſes of a Miracle, 


dhe better it is atteſted, and the more rea- 
ſonably credited; and there could not ſure- 


ly be 106 many Witneſſes of this, any 
more than of others of Jeſus's Miracles, 


if real ones. Ought not the unbelieving 

— Mukittde, for ip 

tionably were 1 them, to have had 
a 


a Sight and ring of this Miracle, as 
well as the Apoſtles ? Who ſhould rather 
ſee the Miracle, than thoſe who Wanted 
Conviction? Were they to take the Re- 
port of the Miracle upon the Word of the 
Apoſtles, who were Parties in the Caule ? 
Our Divines may poſſibly ſay they ought: 
But Infdels and Free- thinters would cry 
out againſt them, for juggling Tricks, and 
pious peur e 

Theſe are all Difficulties and hard Que- 
ſtions about the Miracle of Chriſt's Trans- 


figuration, which our Clergy, who are Ad- 


mirers of the Letter of that Story, are 


obliged to account for; and T believe it 
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{bis miraculous Story, of Feſas's. Tagsff. | 


guration. ; And it is agreed amongſt them, 


That the whole is but a Type, (58) Prefi- 


LT and (59) enigmatical: Reſem- 
Jn of 2 future and more glorious and 

Transfiguration, And whenever they 
K of any Part of the Sears they ns- 


1 unt Tabor, hut tell us of what 
1 that Part of it is figurative and 
and how it is to be under- 
ſtood. and will be fulfill'd in future Time. 


y the (60) %, they un- 
ix Ages We wh Warld 9 


ch a real and myſterious Trans ura- 
Yon ll be exhibited to our intel . 


GH) Regnj ie 3 NES 8. Hilar. . 
in Loc. Matt. In Transfiguratione futura 2 4 — Pre- 
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Transfig. Dom. "DCs 79 . 756 N e 8. 
in Tar. Matt. To om: wrt W 


(eo Sex milliom keien n akon © 
2 S. Hilar. in Los. Mats. Sic poſt. Sex tate 
Dominas perfectis Famulis conſpic ietur, D 
79 „ abud . in Orat. de Trauiſg. 
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View. By Moſes 4 Ella (er) talkiag 
with Neſus, they meam the Law and the 
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the Fulfiller of theta, By dhe (S Mo 


gain on which this future Fransfigura- 
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Lion and paſſing through che = of 
all the Fypes of him under the Laws ag of 
a Lamb, a Lion, a Serpent; 2 Calf 2 R. 5 
a Stone, and of many others, whith he is 

70 fall, and which will chen he cleavly 
diſcery'd by us. By the blaelt Cloud (63) 
that at — oblirnQs-rhis Viſion they 


undenſtand the Edtter of the Old Tete 


ment. By the white (64) Veſtnients: of 
Jeſu, e eee tlie Serip⸗ 
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5 Prob an with St. Peter, the Word of 
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>ok'd'or the Stery of Chriſt's Tran 
ration, But ag alFipyre and Tafable; an 

they Were certainly in the tiglit vnꝰt, inias 
much as tliis their Senſe of thæ Matter, and 


no other, Will ſobve the Difficulties beſole 
ſtarted aga inſt the Letter, as anꝶ one may 
diſeern, if he attentively review and o 
pare one with tile otHer: AN for inſtance 
this their Senſe aud Interpretation lets us 
. and E/as's ap 
pearing on the Mount Wirk Jehar; aud 
gives Us to underſta nd what ;rheyoralkd | 
about, and that Was, not on F DD 
ceaſe which hdwoulddacehmpliſhiat Jerus. 
it, but on che 
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into the Reaſon of He 


larly, as St. Lui ſays, on Moſes Book of 
Exodus, and how be would" fulfill it at 
the Ne Jeruſalem. 1 012 197A 
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ly apprehend, and is willing to underſtand 


this Story of Chriſt's Transfiguration, as 
I do, I neither know nor caro. I am not 
bound to find others, Ears, Eyes and Ca- 
pacities. What T have ſaid is enough to 
ſhew the Senſe 


f the Fathers about this. 


Matter. If any diſlike their concurrent 


Opinion of Fefas's Transfiguration's being 


an Emblem, an Enigma, and figurative : 
Repreſentation of a future and moſt glori- 
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tles and Obje@ions which, I have before 
raiſed agai 
the mean time I ſhall think it, literally, an 
abſurd, improbable, and incredible one, 
and no other than a pro 
balical Narrative of what will be myſteri- 
pully: and more wonderfully done by. Jeſus. 


After the Clergy have chew'd upon theſe a 
While, Iwill take into Examination ſome 
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Lol; 1 * account 87 the Dicken. 


inſt the Letterſof this Story. lh 


phetical and para- 


And thus I ha ve conſidered three of the 
Miracles of our Saviour, and ſhewa haw 


they are Abſurdities, according to the Let 
"3 ter, conſequently do make nothing for his 


"and Meſſebſnip. 9 


do as much hy his ot e for. 1 
whuld not have any c 
ten to the End of my Tedder, berry 
ſome Reaſons beſt known to my ſelf, I 


one think I amegot- 


publiſn theſe Remarks on-theſe three. firſt 


others of Jeſus*s Miracles, which for their 


literal Story are nenen them. As 


for inſtan ce 
I will take tot ask his Miracle (660 0 
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ay; ade tlie Wich llers; no other Re- 
talers of Cakes and Gingetbiead followed 
the Camp. In ſhort; for all the imaginary 
Greatneſs of the Miracle (which there isa 
. Meg on reduce and leſſen) of eſus's feed- 
ing his Thouſands — a few Loaves, 

there muſt be ſome Faſcination or Enchant 


ment (condemn d by the Laws of the eus 


as well as of other Nations) in the Mat- 
ter; or the People, if they had ſay*'d one 


Day, would not two, much leſs three 20 
| Fase but would, eſpecially the Women 
and-Children, have been for returning the 
firſt Night home We muſt then ſeek to 
the Fachers (who ſay the ſive Books of 
Maſes are the fue Barley Laube, &c. and 
the ſeptiform'd Spirit, the ſeο,j&s Loaves, 
Sc.) for a good Notion of »this Miracle, 
and if they don't make it a Parable; do 
0 our Divine can, it will turn to the 
Diſhonour of the holy Jeſus. Is! SFM 
I I wilb alſo conſider the Miracle of Te | 
fas (68) curing the Man ſick of the Palſy, 
for whom the Roof of the! Houſe was brokew 
up, to let him dawn into the Room where 
Jeſus was, becauſe: bis Beavers could not 
enter. in at the Door: for the Preſs of the 
People. This literally is ſuch:a.Rodowon» 
badb, chat were Men to ſtreteh for a * 


(68) Mark * 55 . 
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3 Wilderaes did not, by Force Br 


ger AN. 
e IO Were Was t r "Page os. 
the People, ant wherefode did they: + 9 


multuate againſt the Door of = Houſe? 


J1&5;/irenge\they had not ſo much Compal- 
ſion on the Paraiytict, as to give WNay to 
bim: It's more ſirange that bis Bearers | 
coultl get to the Top of the Houſe; with 
him and his Bed too, hen they N 
get to the Door, nor rere of zit: 
wet ſtranger, that the: good Ma Rad ; 
Houſe would fuffer his Houſe to bs — 
2p, when it could not be long e' rebthe 
Tumult of the People would be Appeasid: 
But m range, that Jeſur, whoO Couli 
gdrive; his Thouſands out of the Temple 
before him, and draw as many after him 


ation," make the People toi retteat, 
but that ſuch needlefs Trouble and Pains 
mult be taken for the mitaculous Curt of 


his poor Man. Let's think of theſe 


Things àpainſt the Time, that out of che 


Fattbiers I prove this Story to be à Parable. 


vi Alſo take into Conſideration rhe 
Miracle of Jeſus's èuring rbe (69) blind 
Man, for. whom Eyssfabve was made of 
Clay an Spitrle; Thich Eyeilalve,\whe» 


ther it Was balſamick or not, does equally 


( 69) Fobn iz. 


„ 
2 4 a | 
* 41 : 


(551, 


a n . 85 ee If 5 it was 


7 and Ft 1 no ph ns Accor 1 


for, than by conſidering it, with the Fa- 


thers, as a figurative. Act in Jeſut. 
1 will alſo take into Conſideration the 
ſeveral Stories of Jeſus's railing; of the 


Dead ; and, without queſtioning his actual 


bringi ag. of the Dead to Life again, will 
prove from the Circumſtances. of t 
Stories, that they are para 


li al, —T are 


not literally to be apply'd to the Proof of 
Jeſurs divine Authority and Meſſabſhip; 


or, for inſtance, Jeſus, when he raiſed 


Jairus's (70) Daughter from the Dead, 


would never have turned the People out 


of Ne Houſe, who. ſhould have been his 


beſt and propereſt Witneſſes. 

I. will alſo conſider the Miracle of Je- 
uss (11) curſing the Fig cree, for its not 
bearing Fruit out of Seaſon; which, upon 
the bear Mention of it, appears to he a 


fooliſh, abſurd, and ridiculous AQ, if not 


figurative. 
I Will alſo 7 the FERN Journey « 
dhe wen e e the n ich their 


00 Was, xki,, 7 ee, 


2 


e r 
(12) att. ii. = i 


bean; ö 
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(literally) ſenſe NY 2 it gcheen Pete 2 
of Franckencenſe and Myryh, to A new. 
born Babe. If with their Gola, which coold 
be but little, they had brought their Do. 
Sens of Sugar, Soap, and Candles, Which 
would have been of Uſe to the Child and 
his poor Mother in the Straw, they had 
acked like wile as well as good Men. But 
what, I pray, was the Meaning and Rea 
fon of a Star; like a Will-a-Whiſp, for their 
Guide to the Place, where the holy Infant 

Hay. Could not God, by divine Impulſe, 
in a Viſion or in a Dream, as he ordered 

their Return home, have ſent them on this 
important Errand; but that a Star muſt 
be taken or made Gut of Courſe to this 
Purpoſe? I wonder what Communication 
paſſed b between theſe wiſe Men and the 
Star, or how they came to know one an. 
other's Uſe and Intention. But the Fathers 
ſhall ſpeak hereafter farther to the Seuſe- 
leſneſs oP this Story literally, and make out 
rhe Myſtery and true Meaning of it. 
I Will alfo, by the Leave of our Di. 
vines, take again into Conſideratiof the 
miraculous Conception of the Virgin Ma. 
, and the Reſurrection of Je/xs from the 
Dead. 1 do believe, if it may ſo pleaſe 
our Divines, that Jeſus was born of a 
pure Virgin, and that he roſe from the 
Dead: 5 — too briefly, in the 
Aue, 
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Mole fh a8. Abele two Miracles they 
do . J will therefore give them 
a Revieè „and ſpeak home to them; par- 
tene ta Chriſt's Reſurrection, the e« 


vangelical Story of which, literally, i is ſuch 


| - Complication: of Abſurdities, Incoheren- 


es, and Contradictions, that unleſs! the 
Fathers can help us to a better under- 
ſtanding of the Evangeliſis than we have 
at preſent,-we/ muſt of Wee gies: up 

the Belief of it:: 

Pheſe and many 73 othes, of whe; bis 
ftoricali and miraculous Parts of Jeſus's 
Life, will I take into Examination, and 
ſhew, that none of them literally do prove 
his divine Authority; ſo far from it, chat 
they are full of Abſurdities, Improbabili · 
ties, and Incredibilities; but that his whole 
Life in the Fleſh, is but (74) Type, Fi- 
gure, and Parable of his my ſterious and 
ſpiritual Life and Operations in Mankind. 
In che End of this Head, it will be a 
curious and diverting Sub i 
the Miracles of 


Je ſus, as they are literally | 
we by the Waren iche Way 8 


„ $23 4% S. 8 


(3) Alia | quamplucima. his imilia in Era 
invenier, quicunque attentius legerit. -Origen. . 2a 
cipiis, lib. iv. 7 

(74) Quæ Enarratio etit Eyangelii ſenſibilis, niſi 
accommodetur ad intelligibile * & ſpiricuale ? ? Nut 1a 
ſane. Ori gen. in e. ad N. e Ag 
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Divines 1 his donned A Miracleds ; 
and to ſhew, that even their Notions, com- 
pared with' Chriſt's Miracles, are defirtics 
tive of bis Authority, and fubverſive of 
Chriſtianity. This, I fay, would bea 
moſt diverting Undertaking, and it Will 
be ſtrange = ſome Free-thinker, that 
loves Plaaſars of this kind, does not take 
— Hint, and ſnatch the Work out of mx 
II Ido it myſelf, I-ſhall have e: 
De cola! Regard to the Writers againſt tlie 
1r0unds, without paſſing by Mr. Chand- 
ter's' Efay on Miracles; on which i« 
more Remarks will be made, if it be but 
to pay my Reſpects to the "Archbiſbop's 
Judgment, and to ſhew my Admiration at 
thoſe extravagant Praiſes which his Grace 
at Lambeth — beſtowed on that Authon 
Among oͤther his notable Notions of a Mi 
racle (and the Archbiſhop ſays he has (ns) 
er the Notion" of a Mirieds 204 4 clear 
and fure Foundation) one is, (76) That 
W ſhould be Things:prabable as d 
polſible, that they de mot carry ah 
— them the Appearauct of Romance 
and Fable, which would #navoidably pre- 
Judice Men agarnſt believing Pheme. This 


( See Acer Wake's Mannſcripe Loney" ts 
E. Chandler, which it handed about Town Lo Reue 


258) Chandler's Vindication, Ne. p· 81. 
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is certainly a good and right N otion of a 


divine Miracle; and I don't doubt, but 
according to it, Mr. Chandler and the 


Archbiſhap think, they can juſtify the lite- 


ral Story of our Saviour's Miracles, againſt 


the Charge of Fable and Romance : But 
| whether they are able to do it or not, I 


ſhall, go on, in ſome Diſcourſes hereafter 
to be publiſh'd,. to * that our Di- 
vines, by eſpouſing the Letter of Chriſt's 
Miracles, have deceived themſelves into 
the Belief of the moſt arrant Quixotiſin 


that can be deviſed and palm'd upon. the 


Vnderſtandings of Mankind. I ſay, they 
have deceived themſelves; for neither the 
Fathers, nor the Apoſtles, nor even Jaſus 


Himſelf, meant that his Miracles, as re- 


corded in the Ewvangelifts, ſhould be taken 


in a literal Senſe, but in (77) a myſtical 


figurative and parabolical one. And this 
ſhould bring me ro the J rave 


III. Head of my Diſcourſe; that is, to 


conſider what Jeſus means, when he ap- 


peals to his Works and Miracles, as tO a | 
Witneſs and Teſtimony of his divine Au- 


_ thority ; and to ſhew, that he could not 


properly and truly refer to thole ſuppoſed 
0 Dominus noſter ea quæ faciebat corpotal iter, 
etiam ſpiritualiter volebat intelligi, c. Anguſt. Serm. 
xoviil, Ja ho „„ e ee 
14 2 to 
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| to, till 1 have more amply. tc 


(TIP : 


to feds Empel ones, be Would bo in 5 
Spirit, of which thoſe ſeemingly 7 wroug [7 


by him in the Fleſh, are bur [ 


Shadows. 75 | | 
But this Head can't be 1 pete | ok Fo | 

he 

former; which, by God's Leave, I promiſe 
to do: And if my courteous Readers will 
be ſo kind as to truſt me till that Time, 1 
aſſure them to prove, that no Ignorance 


and Stupidiry can be greater, than the Ima- 


8 that Jeſus really appeal'd to his 
iracles, ſuppoſed to have been wrought 


by him in the Fleſh, as to a Witneſs ane 
Teſtimony of his Divine Authority, and 


Meli abſhip . kf 


In the mean time our Divines may 


on in their own Way, if they think 


and admire Jeſus of old, and celebrate his 2 


Power and Praiſes for healing of bodily 


Diſeaſes, and doing other notable Feats 


according to the Letter of the evangelical 
Story; but T am for the ſpiritual Jeſs and 


Meſſiah, who cures the worſe (78) Dif- 
rempers of the Soul, and does other myl- 
terious and moſt miraculous Works,” of 


which, thoſe recorded in the Evangeliſts, 


(78) Quos in corporibus morbos ſanavit Chriſtus, 


| hi in animabus exiitunt, & ſupernam ejus 1 . 
| To Johan, Nepot. Hieroſ. On, LX 


are 


PT cas F | : | _—_ * 2 $2 * 
primitive and* concurrent Opinion about 


r S KAG XR ͤͥq rn 


the Power, Wiſdom, and Goodne 


EE: Th 


% ' 5 3 5 y E 
\ 1 3 i MY E Dh . : 
. _ | Th 


OE ag 
his is the 


the true Meſſiah, which the Fathers uni- 
verſa ly adhere / to: *Whet he r i our efus, 
at this Day, be ſuch a ſpiritual Mefiah to 
his Church, or whether ſhe does mor ſtand 


in need of ſuch a one, is the Queſtion that 
our Divine are to ſee to. But I will add 


here, what I believe, and ſhall have ano- 


ther Opportunity to prove, that God on 

purpoſe ſufferd or empower d falſè as well 
as true Prophets, Sad as well as good Men, 
ſuch as Apollonius, Veſpaſian, and many 

others, to cure Diſeaſes, and to do other 

mighty Works, equal to what are literally 
reported of Jeſus, not only to defeat us of 
all Diſtinction between true and falſe Mi- 
racles, which are the Object of our bodily 
Senſes, but to raiſe and keep up our 
Thoughts to the conſtant Contemplation 


of Jeſus's ſpiritual, myſterious, and moſt 


miraculous Works, which are the Object 
of our e 

and Goodnels. of 
God; and which are to be the abſolute 
Demonſtration of Jeſus's divine Autho- 
rity and Meſſiahſbip to the Converſion of 


Jews and Infidelt. 


b ts {2 Mo 25 8 Fe, $33 
I have no more to do at preſent, but, 
like a Moderator, to conclude with a 


 thort Addreſs and Exhortation to TH, 


and 


/ 


and Apaſter | 
8 © PETE 


wht, * 0 e 1 7 Wri. 
125 50x t the Grounds and Scheme. Whe- 

b Fou, grave Sirs, who acobunt your 
ſelves Orthodox Divines, tho' there is lit- 
tle but, r and Tacoakificncy 
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Jou, rather eh rep you with this. 
But letting afide th _ Title of Apoſlatet, 
Wherher it be, in your Opinion, opprobci- | 
Jus or not; you may plainly perceive, that 
am, Sirs, on your Side, as to the Truth 
of 1 and if you'll acccept Way 
2 0 or th the Proof of Fe/is's 
p. from Prophecy, upon the Terms 
-of the allegorical Scheme, propoſed an my 
Moderator, you ſhall find me your hearty 
Abettor. * pon the allegorical Sheme, 1 
don't doubt but we ſhall ſoundly 3 and 
_mawl Leet and beat . out of the 
attle. If you, being wedded to 
Scheme, Will not accept of my 
may go on in your wn 
Way, 
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y; ane E. the Event of che Gontros 
very, which, in the" End Will curn to 
your! Difl6nours, © np Sy 22 wo 

Tou, LEE can tr but be” ſenſible,” how 4 
tho! TE: reat Generals, Mr. Grounds, 
and Mr. Seheme, with their potent Armies 
of Realong ant Authorities N our li- 
teral Prophecies, have/grievou ally cee 
and galld'y ou; and, fy ou dent makd an 
honourable en e vine, andoſeek nt 
Alkegorifts for Help, Will gain #ic 55 
vifory and Triumph wh n fl br 43 . 

Inſtead of the Help of All e r 
find, under the Diles Poißten tn 
literal Scheme, chule ace bie Re „ 
courſe told 25 Miracles: Bet hat nit 
tle Dependence there is upotitis Miracles, 
in yout” Senſe, I have ind par ptöved in 
this 'Deour/e;” And this 1 hade dene 
(give me leave eee e 
not for the Service ba eee 


er one eee ik 
the Je ind Govt lent 100 T 100 nets 
Whether You! $0: te fleas it 
this Mett Di/conrſei on Chr Mitleles, © 
I muck queſtion. \*Byr before Up. your 
ſelves in a Rage againiſt it, Beg of yes 
to read St. Theepbi of Aut ib Oe, 
9 


1 847] 
St. Hilary, St. Auguſtin, St. Ambroſe, 3 
| 1 St..Chry/o/tors, St. John of TJeru- 
Jialem, St. . rm and other oecaſi. 
onal ancient Pieces on one Part or other 
of the Evangeliſt:; and you'll find how 
the countenance! duch + Dicour/e-as this 
on Miraples, and will abundantly aſſiſt me 
in che Pr oſecution of it. „* J 1 x BY 
expect, #775, that ſome of you will 

| rally tofrave againſt me for this Diſcourſe; 
but this is my Comfort, that if your-Paſ: 
ſion ſhould Ariſe to another Proſecution: . 
me, you can't poſſibly ſeparate any of 
mine from the Opinions of the e 
ground a Proſecution on: And what. D 
honour in the End will redound to 9 4 
teſtant and pretendediy learned Divine, 
of the Church of Exg/zng, to .porſecpte 
again the Fathers for primitive; 0 rie 
E deſire vou tO; - think. . ; 4 
But; as 9 prog have 500 Wit, 
1 Sir s, than to proſecute me again for: this 
e 40, 1 hope vonfH haye more 

ngenvity than odiouſly (after your wont- 
ed mannen;to. repreſen me, to the Popu- 
lace, for Profanenęeſs, Blaſphemy, and In- 
Aigeſity. If you diſlike the whole or part 
of chis Diſcourſe, appear like Men 32 
Scholars, from the Pre/3 againſt it. 
me 50 . . Print as FA: think 5 
* nas Nl. it ill. I. es N Va 
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dete nothing more tlian to be ſuri·- 
ouſly attack di from the Preſs, which, if 

I am not much miſtaken; would give we 

K long d ter Oppomudich fc erpcdf gur 


Ignorance to more Advantage. ig ” 


| | 11 moon r miſtaken, gaud ae Th; 


oryiof [74/ie's:Lafejas necorded in che 8 
eg is an emhlemat ical R | 


_ taioivob his piritnal ite iniche/Soublof 


1; andikis Miracles are Figures, of his | 
myſterigus Operations. The tour Goſpels 
are in no Part a literal Story, but'a Syſtem . 
of myſtical Philoſophy or Theology. © 
1 Tfyhwarcefdlned hart come into this | 

Opinion, I beg of you: again, before you 


| break forth into aA Paſlion, to try ta vindi- = 
cate rhe! literal Story of che Wade * 


Ken to in this Diſcourſe, i of 


Join = Ariqeng| the — — out 


the. Le nf bis dxarti fing the De- 
"vide ul th Madman : and of bis Trans- 


figurat iom an nhe Mount 5 which if you 8 


are able £6: Agend ugainſt che Fathers, and 
N Obie kicns, : 1 give: upothe Cauſe to 
you, and π]J m V Elb (char T am far e- 


mough from wing) an am umpidus Infidel and 


Blaſphemenfi and deſerving the worſt Pu- 
nahment. In the mean time, I make bold 


again 
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again to * 5 the literal Seory of 
= Chriſt's: Life and Miracles, is an abfurd 
and incredible Romance, full of pn 

_ -diftions and Inconſiſtencies; and that mo- 
dern Paraphraſes are not only a conſec nen- 
tial Reflection on the Intellects of the 
Evangetiſts,cand. their divine Gifts, of: the | 
— Spirit, as if they could not Write an intel 
_ [ligible and coherent Piece of Biog graphy 5 
without your Help at this; Diſtance df 
Time; but have even darken'd and | 
7 obſcured. the ſeemingly native Simpli- 
city. of the Story of the Life of Jeſus. 
80 e 1 o A RO ee, 
turn e SEA - PEI EE 0 | 

2 1 1714 ; % BY Pf 11 


11 855 Address t to ate, Periewhrly to 
* two moſt renown'd. Writers of che 
Party, Mr. Grounds, and Mr. Scheme. 
I ſhould, Gentlemen, by right, ſalute you, 
With the Title of PFree-thinkers, a pro- 
per Name for your philoſophical Sea, 
who are for the free Exerciſe of your Rea- 
ſon about divine and ſpeculative Points 
in Theology. And 1 had diſtinguiſh'd/you 
by this Title from your adden Ad- 
verſaries, but that I Bad a mind to oblige 
my old Friends the Clergy, in giving yo 
a no more honourable Title than I do 
Werres 1 1 Ea t wil» not be 6. 
311 1 ene 
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'fended at the Title of Lager, aner act 
only your Writings ſeem to have a Ten- 
deney to Infidelity; but, if there be any 


9 


Fault in your Principles, you know how = 


ro charge ic on your Adverſaries, the pre- | 


Abſurdities, falſe Reaſonings, Inconliſten- 


cies, and fooliſh Gloſſes on the Scriptures, 
have occaſioned your Departure from t 


. 
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I thank Mr. Scheme for the noble Pre- 
ſent of his Book, which I received and 

read with Pleaſure. But inftead of one, 
he ſhould have ſent me a Dogen for the 

Uſe of Friends and Borrowers, who are 
very curious and importunate for the Per- 
uſal of it. For what Reaſon he envies 
the - Bookſellers the publick Sale of his 
Work, chuſing rather to give it away 


. 
» 


75 atis, than that they ſhould reap any 


rofit by it, I know not. Surely it is not 
to bring an Odium on the Clergy for Per- 
ſecutors, as if ſuch an uſeful and philofo- 
phical Piece might not appear publickly 
without Danger from them: If ſo, I hope 
the Clergy will reſent the Indignity, and 
invite him to a Publication of his Book, 
with a Promife of Impunity, which 
would wipe off the Reproach, which this 
clandeſtine Method of diſpoſing of it has 
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prations, tho Jeu print them, and idil- 
of of hem in this clanculer andubjil 
Method. n o 
is not tliat I MY well to your C uſe 
5 f Tofidelicy, that. I. thus. encourage you 
You have more Senſe and Reaſon, than to 
ſupect me tainted with unbelieving Prin: 
r ae Chriſtiani ty, will ſtand i its 'Ground 
1 = your battering, Armour; and 11 
Church = Chriſt will be the more 7 5 
8 on a Rock of 9 850 "Th 11055 tha 
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neral on their Side, will not 7575 aa it 
hard to levy any more Forces in De- 
fence of his #we/ye literal Prophecies; 

but he knows that, if he draws his 

Sword any more againſt you, he muſt 

attack tog tl Autfority of rhe Fathers 
for the allegorical Interpretation of ſome 

of thoſe Prophecies, already urg'd in my 
Supplements to the Moderator ; or, if the 
Fathers are neglected by him, they and 
I, keeping out of the Reach of his Bug- 
Bear, will treat him with ſuch familiar 
Language, as never as given to one of 
his O a 6 
Mr. Sebem . to proj mM 8 us a Diſ- 
courſe on the Miracles in the Scriptures ; 

1 hope he'll be 8 8888 255 Word, and 
e're long publifi-it,.-. Diſcourſe of 
mine can't poſhblhy, ſuperſede his. As 1 
queſtion not but His Fhought and Re- 
marks. on Miracles will, be very conſider- 
able; ſo I ſhall be a little impatient till I 
ſe them, But be: his en on Mira- 
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and fold by. him, next Door to 7 | 1 8 
Star in Aldermanbury, and by the _ - 
Bookſellers " TONER and * — 


L F H E old W FER eh 5 


II. Diſſerratio de Poneii Pilati Epe 2 


Tiberium circa Res Jeſu Chriſti geſtas. 


III. Origenis Adamantii Epiſtole due circa Fidem 85 : DES” 


vere orthodoxam & Scripturarum Interpretationem. - 


IV. The exa& Fitneſs of the Time of Chris Al. 
vent, demonſtrated by Reaſon, againſt the Objections 


of the old Gentiles, and modern Unbelievers. _ 
V. Four Free-Gifts to the Clery, or Challenges 
to a Diſputation on this Queſtion, Whether the 


Hireling Prieſts of this Age, who are all Miniſters of + 7 
the Letter, be not Worſhipers of the l RE 


Beaſt, and Miniſters of Anti-Chriſt. 
VI. An Anſwer to the ſaid Four F ree-Giſts, 


VII. Two Letters to Dr. Bennet, on this Queſti- © 8 
on, Whether the People, call'd Qzakers, do not tbe 
neareſt of any other Sect in Religion, reſemble tde 


primitive Chriſtians in Principle and Practice. 
VIII. An Anſwer to the ſaid two Letters. 


IX. The Moderator between an Infidel - 1 an 58 7 


Apoſtate: Or the Controverſy between the Eroundi 


S. 
X. Two Supplements to the Modus Ge. £4 
XI. A Defence of the Miracle of the Thunder 
ing Legion, againſt a Diſſertation of W. alter 90 2 
XII. Six Diſcourſes on Miche. „ 
XIII. A 1 8 of the ſaid Diſcourſes. | 5 


and bis eccleſiaſtical Opponents, ſet in a clear 2 1 


— 
— 


—_ 


— 


v 


_ p 
—— —„—-— 


— TI. hg cis 
2 13 


nn tons 


— een 5, 


— A 
_—-— > 


n 


N iy Wt 1 5 
* e 2 0 N 
. ee ee * 2 


3 

4 : | 8 2 ; 8 ? 3 ; 

* 5 4 8 Ss * Sf. g 3 8 
* « : 


Iro . en des > VK 00 ag 
. 4 
„ ol e OR. a on Nun 


1 TY ITED udas mb BY 1838 ” 


0 itte wan nobao.t ee - 


a iwer büoose bio 8 


4 ozht 
_—_ 
- ” * * KO * — r SIM 3 
53 nne r 3 & i. * 
5 - £33 #3 $45 (98-4 £38: 1 T TEK) 91 Oe. a | 


os Ha) oh 1. 20 910 fta 


. 7 
» - 4 4 XS 


DRE | 8 P 4 3 a \ 2 2 W 5s, \ - 75 | 14 2 
A 290 act ice een e K 

o ö * 5 * * \ . 
ann ige 2 5 ex bO nne 2 


* 


— 


5 einde 10 m L an 10 e i £225 »dT 
2101591dO och finicus HCl yd irie am 


* * 


4 

Wesiladn inoboms bas "inn blo all By 
onalt, FCC A 
30% cen deillaug einn 60 Gonatugtitcl = 01 
HIV 1 n itt Wo albivt anita 
cd 503 30 aich on 50 N 5 
ü, to 2M bus an 
ine EEt 9747 * nA nh 1 
1220 4405. R 132 1 ( 7 25 or 1 


LS. + 
4 EE: 
» > — 5 : \ p 3 £ i a 15 1 7 = Ce e * 3 j : 44 4 

r nb nnr, 48 1 5 C34 2 2$(1) 13199 0 


JJ TR Fae! ay 2 Jus 10 Ri 


* { | 3 2 | 'F Þ #1 * [ # 1 8 1 8 5 +. 1 £3 4 1 wy” . 3. 
e 3 : 7 5 ; 8. * E 4 8 
WAS Tos yt: 4735 . HA nch 32 rain 
r ; | & 5 
1 7 3 24 Jus 4 £ \ hy © : 4 I ; * 121 «344 1 £3 7 1 66 = 4 {1 114 f 14 A N 


3 


; 5g 15 Ee, £ ; Mb 
1; bas Eben ox: ARR 1015150 204 A ; 
CCC 10 e 
5 12 int stig 1151 ae ai 1 
3 


3 »*% 5 , 0 2 #4 * 
VVV 
o 2341 14285 5 1 22 FE 


1 
* . 
4 
N 
21 
1 
1 q % a 
N 
= 
„ . 
. 
* 4 
3h * 
x 
bu £ - 
> — 
— „ 
pe 1 
: 
„ 
{F 
: « 
. 
+4y 14 
5 
2 
1 
45 
N : 
a 
© > i 
31 
7 $) 
; 
L » 
„ 
1 5 
q g | 
12 


a Py 4 
© Ae 


; nl ME no A l 518 11K 


11 
? 1 5 

oh X © og 3 

j Ee bin 58; e © adn fa 1: ga 


